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Finishing & Installing 
 Your New Interior Bifold Door 

BI-FOLD FINISHED OPENING CHART 

Note: Bi-fold height can be trimmed a total of 1" (1/2" top / 
1/2" bottom) to accommodate a smaller opening, width 
cannot be trimmed. Finished opening width: allows for 
1/4" on each side of opening. 

FINISHING INSTRUCTIONS 
Preparing Your New Door For Finishing 
 
1.  Mask or remove any hardware (hinges, handles, 

  etc.). Mask glass if applicable before painting or 
  staining. 

 
2.  Sand the entire surface lightly using 5/0 

sandpaper (180 grit) before you apply first coat 
of finish. Always sand in the direction of the wood 
grain, see Figure 1. 

 
3.  Wipe dust and sand grit from the door with clean 

  cloth. Avoid using abrasive or caustic cleaners. 

Staining/Finishing Your Wood Door 
 
1.  Complete steps 1-3 for Preparing Your New Door For 

Finishing. Apply a base coat of presealer on all six sides 
of door before staining. This is especially important on 
pine and maple doors. 

 
2.  Stain door to desired color following stain manufacturer’s 

instructions. Always stain in the direction of the wood 
grain, see Figure 1. 

 
3.  For best results, apply at least two clear top coats over 

stain, sanding lightly between coats. Use 6/0 (220 grit) or 
finer sandpaper. Make sure that stain and top coat are 
compatible materials. 

Painting Primed Door 
 
1.  Complete steps 1-3 for Preparing Your New Door For  

  Finishing. Although primed door does not require    
  sanding prior to finishing, light sanding (180 grit) will   
  allow for optimum adhesion of paint. 

 
2.  Finish the door with two coats of latex, oil-base or    

  lacquer paint. Make sure to allow door to completely dry 
  between coats on all six sides of door.  Always paint in  
  the direction of the wood grain, see Figure 1. 

Figure 1 

Note – Always 
follow the stain 
manufacturer’s 
instructions. 
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 TOOLS AND MATERIALS NEEDED 
 

 Hammer   
 Level 
 Tape Measure 
 Utility Knife   
 Wood Putty 
 5/0 Sandpaper (180 grit) 

  6/0 Sandpaper (220 grit, or finer) 
 Finishing Material (paint/stain) 
  

 
 SAFETY:  Always use personal protective 
equipment (safety glasses, gloves, ear protection, 
etc.).  Some door units are heavy and may require 
two people to lift and install.  Use proper lifting 
techniques and follow safe working practices. 

 

 
 Screw Driver / Screw Gun 
 Circular Saw / Miter Saw 
 10d & 4d Finish Nails 
 Shims 
 Caulk 

 



Your Hinges Should Already 

Be Attached To Your Bifold Door(s).
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